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Birmingham City Wide Local Development Company

Welcomes New Member

Kimberly McCall joins Birmingham City Wide Local Development Company, also 

known as FoundationCapital, as its new Loan Processing and Servicing Administrator. 

 

“It’s an exciting time for Alabama small businesses,” McCall noted. “I am glad to join 

the team. This is a great opportunity for me to leverage my Small Business 

Administration (SBA) loan experience and help our clients.” 

 

From the beginning of her storied career, McCall has worked closely with companies’ 

senior management and decision-makers. A native of Wisconsin, she moved to 

Montgomery, Alabama in 2000 to become an insurance licensing coordinator for Goff 

Group. In 2004 she continued her progression in the business insurance industry as 

she joined Associated Claims Administrators, a division of Associated Insurance 

Administrators (AIA), as a workers’ compensation claims adjuster. There, she served as 

a liaison between employers, employees, medical providers and legal professionals to 

coordinate the appropriate actions. In 2013, she brought her unique added-value 

proposition to Southern Development Council, where she vigilantly ensured that SBA 

loans were properly and efficiently closed and funded. McCall gained extensive 

knowledge and valuable insight about the SBA loan origination process stemming 

from her experience as a loan processing manager.  

After submitting census-tract nominations for the Opportunity Zones program in late 

March, Governor Kay Ivey announced April 18, 2018 that Alabama received full approval 

from the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Internal Revenue Service. 

 

The Opportunity Zones program is a new form of alternative economic development 

created by Congress in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, and centered on capital gains. 

This law encourages long-term, private-sector investments in eligible urban and rural 

communities nationwide. The program provides a federal tax incentive for investors to re- 

invest their unrealized capital gains into Opportunity Funds dedicated for investing in 

designated Opportunity Zones. There is an estimated $2 trillion in unrealized capital gains 

on balance sheets throughout the nation. Through the new tax advantages afforded by tax

law changes, individuals and corporations can re-invest some or all of their unrealized 

capital gains into low income communities in the hopes of spurring economic 

development.  The idea behind these zones is to attract investment capital to areas that 

have not been recipients of outside investment historically. 

 

“Opportunity Zones have the potential to attract much needed capital to low income 

communities that have struggled to garner investments in the past,” stated Bob Dickerson,

CEO of Foundation Capital.  

 

The Birmingham Business Resource Center and its affiliate, FoundationCapital, help to 

foster economic development in Alabama. FoundationCapital is able to offer very 

competitive financing that businesses need to start or expand while taking advantage of 

the investments of capital encouraged by Opportunity Zones. While simplifying the loan 

process and guiding businesses every step of the way, FoundationCapital can help 

companies into long-term loans, as their opportunity for growth increases. 

Alabama’s Opportunity Zones Get the Green Light
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Commission on Higher Education Leads the Charge for a Better Alabama

Whether you’re looking to start a business, grow your existing business or enhance your 

personal financial skills, the Birmingham Business Resource Center is here for you. For over 

twenty years, BBRC has been providing free financial seminars to entrepreneurs, individuals 

and youth groups within the Birmingham area. 

 

For more information about the next financial seminar or to schedule a seminar for your 

youth group or community organization, visit mybbrc.biz or call (205)250-6380.  

Hand-crafted fine leather bags made in Alabama  
Biscuit Leather Company, based in Homewood, Alabama, is the source for simple, strong, and classy 

handbags. The idea behind the company’s name is that it provides hand-made leather goods that are soft

and buttery, like a fresh, hot biscuit. From the moment you walk in the store, your senses are engaged by 

the buttery feel and intoxicating smell of leather, the rich natural colors, eye-catching stitch work, and 

beautiful, timelessly shaped bags. 

 

Founded in 2014 by Becky Stayner, Biscuit Leather Company builds useful and beautiful leather goods 

that are inspired by the life around us. These bags are all about simplicity, not fussy, and helping you look 

classy and cool as you carry one. 

 

All products are hand-cut, hand-sewn, hand-rubbed with oil and hand-waxed with a proprietary wax 

blend. The vegetable-tanned, Horween Chromexel leather is naturally colored, not dyed. Because animal 

hides are not manufactured, but instead originate from nature, they will vary in color and may contain 

slight blemishes. These natural characteristics are what make each Biscuit Leather Company bag tasty 

and unique. 

 

For more information and to find out how to get your own fine leather goods, contact Becky at 

biscuitleathercompany.com or (205) 390-2000. 

Bob Dickerson  /  Chief Executive Officer

BBRC Empowers Community through Financial Education

Each quarter, twelve commissioners from throughout the State of Alabama gather in Montgomery to address 

the concerns and manage the improvements of the State’s 2 and 4-year higher education institutions. The 

Alabama Commission on Higher Education (ACHE) was created in 1969 after the Alabama Legislature 

recognized the need for the coordination of higher education. 

 

 To ensure the proper management and advancement of the State’s colleges and universities, ACHE approves 

all new academic programs, helps to enhance Alabama’s workforce development, and administers student 

assistance programs. The Commission also facilitates statewide long-range planning for postsecondary 

education and prepares annual budget recommendations for the governor and legislature. 

 

The Birmingham Business Resource Center’s own Director of Training and Technical Assistance, Timothy Gyan,

was appointed to the Commission by former Governor Robert Bentley in 2015. With over 20 years of banking 

and finance experience, Gyan serves on ACHE’s finance committee which manages the agency’s budget.  

 

One important initiative of the Commission is increasing the number of Alabama high school students that 

complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA is required for any student seeking 

federal and state financial aid, including grants and loans in all colleges. Most students in Alabama qualify for 

Pell Grants of up to $5,920 per year and 9 out of 10 students who complete a FAFSA attend college the 

following fall, according to the U.S. Department of Education.  


