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                                                        is the owner of Welcomemat Services of Birmingham. After a 23-year 
career as a laboratory professional, the Birmingham native and Alabama A&M University alumna 
decided to start her own business in August 2016. Studdard took a huge leap of faith and left her
job of 17 years as the Cytology Manager at Cunningham Pathology to work for herself. She 
realized that she could put a strong drive and effort into her own business after she gave many 
years of hard work to the laboratory. 

Studdard believes in community involvement and helping people achieve their full potential. 
Welcomemat Services, headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia with locations in 25 states, is the 
business opportunity that best fits her interests. The company has highly sophisticated data 
driven technology that has helped thousands of businesses attract and grow their loyal 
customer base. The goal of the company is to help local businesses grow and thrive by offering a
turn-key, targeted, direct mail program with social media engagement. This exciting new venture
connects new families and individuals that have moved into an area with participating local 
businesses providing vital goods and services.   

For more information, contact her at astuddard@welcomematservices.com or at (205) 447-6023. 

Whether you’re looking to start a business, grow your existing business or enhance your 
personal financial skills, the Birmingham Business Resource Center is here for you. For 
over twenty years, BBRC has been providing free financial seminars to entrepreneurs, 
individuals and youth groups within the Birmingham area. 

The seminars are facilitated by Timothy Gyan, Director of Training, who is a banking and 
finance industry veteran. Executives from partnering financial institutions, such as 
Regions Bank and Renasant Bank, are often on hand to provide their valuable 
insights. The BBRC partners with other community organizations such as the YMCA, 
Urban League and YWCA, as well as churches, to deliver seminars. Seminar topics range 
from wise use of credit to the importance of saving.  

“Financial education seminars are at the core of the BBRC’s mission,” stated Bob 
Dickerson, CEO. “We understand a stronger business environment starts with a 
financially sophisticated and educated community.” 

For more information about the next financial seminar or to schedule a seminar for your 
youth group or community organization, visit mybbrc.biz or call (205)250-6380.  

BBRC Empowers Community through Financial Education

Angela Studdard 
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Renasant Roots
Congratulations to the five applicants selected to 
participate in Renasant Roots, a training and capacity- 
building program for small business owners sponsored by 
the Birmingham Business Resource Center and Renasant 
Bank.  

Through the Renasant Roots program, Birmingham 
entrepreneurs are provided with assistance to become 
more credit-worthy and have better access to business 
capital. Renasant Roots guides a select group of 
entrepreneurs through a series of training sessions 
covering topics including business finance, marketing, 
human resources management, and accounting. 
Successful graduates of the Renasant Roots program are 
eligible to receive a $5,000 award from Renasant Bank. 
This innovative program is the brain child of Tracy Morant 
Adams of Renasant Bank. The participants are: 

Jacqueline Jones is the owner of One Degree MMM, 
LLC, a company focusing on creative marketing 
strategies and services for small businesses and which 
provides marketing and branding services to 
professional musicians.
Jestina R. Howard, owner of Aware Cosmetics, has been 
a professional makeup artist for over 30 years, while 
providing services for print ad campaigns, television 
commercials, videos, live performances and special 
occasions. 
Komeh O. Davis is the owner/cake artist of CakEffect. 
With a background in visual arts, canvas art is 
transformed to cake at CakEffect.
Sonja Bell Atkins is the owner and founder of Betsy 
Moore Boutique, which provides elegant garments and 
style for every woman from all walks of life. 
Michelle Woodson is the owner of MDW Natural Hair 
Services. MDW stands for Made Divinely Wonderful. The 
company currently creates and supplies an organic 
hair/skin care line and provides natural hair styling. 
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Michael Milner joins Building Alabama Reinvestment 
Building Alabama Reinvestment, commonly known as BAR, introduced Michael Milner 
as its new Legislative and Regulatory Coordinator. 

 “I am ready to get started,” said Milner. “This position will allow me to utilize my policy 
work from the past several years as well as leverage my extensive Community 
Reinvestment Act (CRA) background”.  

Milner is a former bank examiner with the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta's 
Supervision and Regulation Department. In 2010, he retired from the Federal Reserve 
and became the Executive Director of the Alabama Asset Building Coalition (AABC) 
until 2015. Milner is currently president of Old Trail Properties, LLC, specializing in 
affordable multi-family rental housing in Birmingham. 

BAR is a statewide community reinvestment action consortium that fosters dialogue 
and partnerships between community economic development organizations and 
financial services institutions with a goal of promoting economic fairness and 
increasing the flow of private capital into historically underserved communities.  


